
 

 

 

 

POLITICAL PARTIES SIGN PEACE AGREEMENT TO END VIOLENCE IN WEMBEZI 

WARRING political parties in the violence- torn Wembezi, Esctourt, today 
signed a ground-breaking peace pact committing themselves to working for a 
lasting peace in the area. 

The emotional signing of the agreement came after KwaZulu-Natal MEC for 
Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu,  told the local 
leadership of warring political parties point blank that it was not enough for 
them to say they were committed to peace only in words. 

Mchunu made this ground breaking announcement to the leadership of 
warring political parties in Wembezi during the Multi-Party Political 
Intervention Committee meeting held in Estcourt today to find a lasting peace 
to the political violence that has claimed well over 20 people in the past years. 

Today’s meeting came in the wake of the recent murder of two people, 
including an ANC party agent that took place in the notorious Wembezi 
township on 19 May 2014. 

Addressing leaders of political parties in conflict- the ANC, IFP and NFP in 
Wembezi today, Mchunu said peace could not be achieved in the area on the 
basis of “gentlemen’s agreement”, adding that more binding tool was needed. 

Mchunu told parties that they could not “glibly” talk about peace and the need 
to end political violence and killings if they did not enter into a binding 
agreement. 

“We needed this peace agreement to stop these political killings. This pact will 
serve as a tool to guide us as we work flat out to find a lasting peace in the 
area. We need to take this proposal of a peace agreement to the people out 
there to get their views,” said Mchunu. 

 Mchunu said this tool (peace pact) will assist the people of Wembezi to arrive 
at a lasting peace. 



Among others, the peace pact binds all parties in conflict to take all reasonable 
steps to ensure that their members respect the rights of others to free political 
choice, refrain from criminal conduct and participate in the fight against crime. 

“Political parties should urge their members to participate in and meaningfully 
contribute to any safety structures or processes established to promote peace. 

“Also political parties should allow members of other parties to exercise their 
political rights freely,” said Mchunu. 

All three political parties in conflict which attended today’s meeting- the ANC, 
IFP and NFP- signed the peace pact and committed themselves to working for a 
lasting solution and peaceful political co-existence in the area. 
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